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CONDIT Elementary School GROUNDBREAKING – Saturday – November 1, 2014
Bellaire Historical Society – Lynn McBee, Director/Secretary 

I. Bellaire 1908-1914

W. W. Baldwin bought 9449 acres (the Rice Ranch) from William Marsh Rice in 1908.  He formed the South 
End Land Co. and developed Bellaire, then called Westmoreland Farms, subdividing the acreage into lots and tracts 
for homes and farms.  (His story is commemorated by a plaque at the Gazebo in Bellaire Park across the street and 
his picture hangs in Bellaire City Hall.)    By 1910, the population of Bellaire was in the dozens, all of whom turned out 
for the inauguration of the new “Toonerville Trolley” in 1910, that followed a route from Bellaire at South Rice 
Avenue about five miles east along Bellaire Blvd. to Houston.  The trolley ran until 1927 to transport people into 
Houston, and prospective purchasers of land to Bellaire.  

A wooden meeting house was first used for school and religious activities, located at 4922 Cedar Street from 1911-
1914 (it was modified and used as a residence until 2010 when it burned to the ground).  A two-story boarding house 
and general store, built by Colonel Bates and son at South Rice and Cedar was handed down to C. R. Munger and 
sons.  It was used temporarily as a school to house 5th, 6th and 7th grades during 1912-1914.

II. From Early Days and Indian Ways, by Madge Hardin Walters (1956)

The area was open prairie with rustling high grasses; neighbors were miles apart; deep, wide drainage 
ditches surrounded all land and bordered all roads were filled with incessant rain.  Gumbo soil clung to one’s 
feet.  Shell roads looked like lines of putty-grey in rain and glittering blinding white in sun.  

III. Letter to Ms. Carol Kanewske, Principal of Condit Elementary School, on October 31, 1990 from Jeffrey 
D. Dunn of the Bellaire Historical Society:

Alfred Judson Condit and his wife were the first to build a home in what is now Bellaire.  Built in 1910, it was 
located on the southeast corner of Bellaire Blvd. and First Street.  He was an officer of the South End Land 
Company which developed Bellaire.  The principal officer, William Wright Baldwin, of Burlington, Iowa, 
financed the project and is generally credited as the founder of Bellaire; however, he never lived in Bellaire 
and left “on the scene” sales and supervision tasks to Condit.  Condit also helped to create the first (one-
room) Bellaire school in 1911 on Cedar Street.  In 1914 a brick structure was erected on the present school 
grounds facing Laurel Street.  Until his death in 1927 Condit served as trustee of the Bellaire School Board.  
Shortly after his death the school was renamed in his honor, and by 1928 the school had joined the H.I.S.D. 
system.  The original brick structure on Laurel Street was demolished in 1959.

IV. Alfred Judson Condit (1853-1927) (by Zeulla Mooney-date unknown)

Alfred Judson Condit was born in Jersey City, Ohio, August 21, 1853.  He came to Houston in the spring of 
1895, operating in the real estate business until his heath.  He was an elder in the South End Christian Church 
and a promoter of all worth-while progression, especially where it pertained to children or the young people.  
H developed under the name of the South End Land Company, Westmoreland Place, and later Westmoreland 
Farms in Bellaire.  He was president of all of these companies.

Seeing the need of a good school for the children of Bellaire, his company built and maintained a school at 
the corner of 37th Street (?) at Bellaire Boulevard until the county built the school on the present site, which 
was donated by the South End Land Company.
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He was trustee of said school as long as he lived; also a member of the County School Board, that he might 
better serve his district’s needs.  He graduated from Elders Ridge Academy, Pennsylvania, in 1870.  In 1900 
he married Miss Lois Allie Lois Adams of Wichita, Kansas.  At the time of his death, on April 18, 1927, he was 
chairman of the Bellaire School Board, was a member of the Houston Country Club, and a mason.

V. Alfred Judson Condit (undated article by Jeffrey D. Dunn)

*** In 1911 he served as spokesman for Bellaire families before the Harris County School Board.  His efforts 
paid off with the establishment of Bellaire School, a one room school house located on Cedar Street.  After a 
few years he was instrumental in having the South End Land Company donate the square block bounded by 
Rice, Laurel, Third and Jessamine for a larger brick schoolhouse.  This building was completed in 1914.  *** At 
the time of his death he was still active in Bellaire’s welfare and was serving as trustee of the Bellaire School 
Bard.  His friend and fellow Bellaire real estate promoter, A. A. Buxton, promptly went to the Houston Real 
Estate Board and obtained a resolution acknowledging the ‘sterling character, unquestionable integrity, and 
broad vision of A. J. Condit.’  In 1928, the Bellaire School was incorporated into the Houston Independent 
School District, and renamed Condit Elementary School in honor of the man who founded Bellaire’s first 
school and began (Bellaire’s) reputation for academic excellence.

VI. Elnora Kelly Pelton, one of six children of the Edwin & Myrtle Kelly family who settled in Bellaire in 

1910, wrote about Bellaire & Condit in her book, As the Meadowlarks Sang (1983), as follows:

The Condits.  When the first residential houses were built in Bellaire, A.J. Condit and his wife bought the first 
house on the corner of First Street and Bellaire Blvd.  Mrs. Condit had a lovely singing voice, and before they 
came to this area she sang in church choirs, and often directed choirs.  She was a very warm and outgoing 
person and was especially generous with her talent.  *** (p. 104)

Mr. Condit was agent for the South End Development Company. *** I think he was one of the finest Christian 
men I have ever known.  His interest in the people of Bellaire was unlimited, and he easily made friends with 
the young people and especially with the children.  He won the hearts of young and old alike.  He welcomed 
them to his office anytime they wanted to come.  He served as arbitrator in differences among neighbors, 
and was always able to settle misunderstandings among them.  He knew everyone almost intimately, but was 
never known to betray a confidence placed in him or to speak an unkind word about anyone.  He was 
generous in all ways, but wise enough not to spend his sympathies or his money foolishly on the undeserving.  
(p. 104)

The Little Brown Schoolhouse.  By spring of 1911 a committee of parents (Edwin Kelly, Willi Hays, Edward 
Teas and Russell Munger) met with Mr. Condit about the need for schools.  He agreed to represent the South 
End Development Company (who had allocated land for schools to be built as the population grew and 
schools were needed) along with the parents and meet with the Harris County School Board.  There were 
then only 16 of the 20 children required for a beginning enrollment.  However, Mr. Condit persuaded the 
County to take into account the children who would become six within the next year or two at most.  
Permission was granted.  The site was the corner of Spruce and Third streets.  The plans called for a one 
room building, with an elevated platform at one end for the teacher’s desk.  Mrs. Jennie Meyers was the first 
teacher. The classroom had 36 desks, an oil burning stove.  On opening day more than 20 students appeared 
and were accommodated.  There was no money for a janitor so parents agreed to assume the responsibility 
for keeping the school clean, and start the fire in the winter.  The children did most of the work on Saturday 
afternoons.   These work sessions soon became party times – a good excuse for a get together for fun and 
games. There was no money available for playground equipment either.  But again, Mr. Condit proved his 
love and interest in the children.  He provided two soft-balls with which the children made up their own 
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games.  When a ball was lost, a beanbag became a substitute.  … Everyone in Bellaire depended on the 
trolley for transportation; several children rode the streetcar to school.  School began at 9:00 am.

At Christmas the whole community united to celebrate the season with a Christmas program, songs, a 
Christmas tree and everyone decorated it with paper chains and strings of popcorn and other handmade 
ornaments and even Santa Claus visited with gifts.

On Sunday mornings, some sort of religious service was held for all who wished to come.  Sunday school was 
held, using the Union Publication with the weekly lesson texts.  There was no talk about creed, doctrine, 
ritual or dogma.  It was a union of all denominations.  All present were willing to lay aside their individual 
preferences in the interest of the majority.  As time went on, these classes, formed according to the ages of 
the children, became close knit groups of friends as well as students and began to plan their own social 
affairs, too.  (pp. 112-116)

A New School for Bellaire.  Enrollment had increased and a bigger school was required, too late to be ready 
in time.  A new building, approved by the School Board, was to be ready for the opening of the fall term 
(1914).  During the emergency interim the lower grades were still housed in the Little Brown but the upper 
grades were moved.

Munger’s General Store/Temporary School.  Three grades, 5th, 6th and 7th were to be housed in temporary 
space in Mr. Munger’s store building, a huge barn-like structure, half of which housed the general store and 
U.S. Post Office on Rice Avenue and Spruce streets.   The other part was used to store hay, grain, chicken 
feed and kerosene.  There was a loft over a part of this area where loose hay was stored.  The baled hay and 
feed sacks were stacked at one end of the room and desks were set up for students.  The teacher’s desk and 
small blackboard were installed in the other end.  This was a very trying time for the teacher, especially when 
the rats scurried about overhead and hay fell on the desks.  However, it was very exciting for the students, 
who screamed or laughed at the teacher’s fright.  A telephone in the General Store was the only telephone in 
Bellaire at that time.  It was a box attached to the wall on back of the counter.  One had to turn the crank on 
the side of the box to contact the operator, give her the number one was calling, she made the connection.  
The operator was referred to as a “Hello Girl.” (p. 143)

The new Bellaire School.  Work was progressing on the new school under construction on Rice and Laurel, 
made of brick and masonry.  Mr. Seals was the first principal.  Two classrooms and an auditorium were on 
the second floor.  A wide hall separated the classrooms from the auditorium.  Wide concrete steps were on 
the outside of the building facing Laurel Street.  On the ground level there were the toilets, and storage 
room.  These were the only rooms enclosed.  This left open space for limited games and a place where 
students could eat their lunches.  There was no floor except in the toilets.  This basement furnished shade 
and shelter for the students and any stray cow, or perhaps a dog that followed his however to school.  Many 
years later this basement was enclosed and made into classrooms.  The wide concrete steps on the outside 
of the building were no longer the only way to the basement, as inside stairs were installed. … Everyone in 
Bellaire depended on the trolley for transportation and both the motorman and the conductor were very 
important people, taking their work seriously, School began at 9:00 am. 

This was now a fully accredited county school, until it became a part of the Houston Independent School 
System.   With the completion of the new building with ample room, the auditorium0 with the stage and 
plenty of seating space, the cultural life began to blossom.  A new grand piano replaced the Baldwin upright 
that was bought by the piano club for the Little Brown. (p. 144-145)
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VII. From:  Houston Public School Buildings - Their History and Location, by L. L. Pugh, in 1936:

Condit School.  The Condit School, located on Bellaire Boulevard (sic), was first called the Bellaire School.  Mr. 
Condit, as trustee, was instrumental in getting the brick building to replace the original frame building.   The 
school was under county supervision until 1926, at which time it came into the city (sic).  Out of the second 
bond issue, May 1928, an additional site was bought at a cost of $3,399.50.  The building cost $27,559.22 and 
the equipment $1,808.87.  Until four years ago the pupils through the seventh grade were taught there.  
When it was taken into the city (sic) system, only the first five grades were kept.  The enrollment for 1933 
was 187, with a faculty of three.
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